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So.  Baptists  gather  in  San  Antonio 


SAN  ANTONIO  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  meeting  in 
San  Antonio  June  12-13  re-elect¬ 
ed  Frank  Page  as  president, 
focused  on  a  call  for  repentance, 
and  passed  a  motion  identifying 
the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
(BFM)  as  the  denominations 
"only  consensus  statement  of 
doctrinal  beliefs,"  while  saying 
it's  not  a  creed  but  a  guide. 

Page,  the  pastor  of  First 
Churcn  in  Taylors,  S.C.,  was 
elected  unopposed,  one  year 
after  he  surprised  many 
observers  by  being  elected  on 
the  first  ballot  in  a  three-man 
race  at  the  2006  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
annual  meeting  in  his  home¬ 
town  of  Greensboro,  N.C. 

Page  this  year  used  his  first 
presidential  address  to  say  the 
denomination  must  repent  of 
its  "hubris"  and  "arrogance"  in 
order  to  hope  for  revival. 

With  more  than  8,600  mes¬ 
sengers  in  attendance,  it  was 
the  first  annual  meeting  held  in 
San  Antonio  since  1988. 

"For  30  years  we've  been  try¬ 
ing  to  raise  oaptism  levels  among 
non-revived  churches  among 
nort-revived  people  who've  lost 
their  passfon  for  the  lost,"  said 
Page,  adding  he  was  paraphras- 


BAPTISTS 


il  session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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elected  officers  June  12-13  in  fin  AntonioTiIxas.  uWcers  are  (from  left):  John  Yeats,  interim  pastor  of 
Ridge  Avenue  Church  in  West  Monroe,  La.,  and  communications  director  for  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention  as  recording  secretary;  Jim  Richards,  executive  director  of  the  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas 
Convention,  first  vice  president;  Frank  Rage,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Taylors,  S.C.,  president;  Eric 
Redmond,  pastor  of  Hillcrest  Church  in  Tempfe  Hills,  Md.,  as  second  vice  president;  and  Jim  Wells, 
director  of  missions  for  Tri-County  Association  in  southwest  Missouri  and  a  member  of  Hopedale 
Church  in  Ozark,  as  registration  secretary.  (BP  photo  by  Matthew  Miller) 
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Protecting  the  Cooperative  Program 

The  2007  annual  meeting  of  Among  the  items  taken  up  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  the  San  Antonio  meeting  were 
Convention  (SBC)  last  statements  on  global  warming 


The  2007  annual  meeting  of  Among  the  items  taken  up  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  the  San  Antonio  meeting  were 
Convention  (SBC)  last  statements  on  global  warming 
week  in  San  Antonio  was,  by  and  a  reiteration  of  our  repen- 
most  all  accounts,  a  deeply  spin-  tance  of  past  racial  sins.  A  breath- 
tual  time  of  worship,  preaching,  taking  Cooperative  Program  bud- 
and  praise  to  our  magnificent  get  was  approved.  Reports  from 
God  and  His  Only  Begotten  Son,  me  mission  Doards  were  received, 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  One  business  item  from  San 

That  fact  should  not  be  over-  Antonio  that  shouldn't  be  passed 
looked  amid  the  news  reports  of  over  too  quickly  is  the  debate 
budgets  proposed,  resolutions  over  the  meaning  of  fire 
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made.  All  dime  items 
are  important  compo¬ 
nents  of  any  SBC 
annual  meeting,  but 
they  aren't  the  only 
reason  we  travel  such 
greats  distances  at  no 
small  expense  to 
gather  together. 

That's  true  for 
state  convention  and 
associational  meet¬ 
ings,  too.  Sometimes 
we  get  so  wrapped 
up  m  the  dramatic 
reports  of  heated 
debates  and  close 
votes  that  we  tend  to 
overlook  the  main 
of  our  annual  meetings, 
corporate  and  individ- 


Cooperative  Program.  The 
Cooperative  Program  is  of  course 
the  funding  mechanism  for  Just 
about  all  the  Kingdom  work  we 
hope  to  accomplish  as  Southern 
Baptists  (in  addition  to  the  special 
offerings  and  other  gifts). 

The  way  the  Cooperative 
Program  has  worked  since  its 
inception  is  that  die  churches 
receive  offerings  from  their 


Baptists  (in  addition  to  the 
offerings  and  other  gifts). 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  2007  annual  meeting 


ual  praise  arid  worship  directed 
toward  our  Heavenly  Father 
and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

We  must  not  allow  ourselves 


i  has  worked  since  its  The  issue  became  a  hot  topic 
n  is  that  the  churches  after  last  year's  SBC  annual 
receive  offerings  from  heir  meeting  in  Greensboro,  N.C., 
members  and  retain  a  portion  where  powerful  Arkansas  pastor 
to  fund  their  local  church  min-  and  presidential  candidate 
istries  and  programs.  The  Ronnie  Floyd  lost  out  to  current 
remainder  is  sent  to  the  state  SBC  President  Frank  Page  in 
Baptist  convention*  which  retain  large  part  because  of  his  church's 
a  portion  for  state  ministries  and  pitiful  Cooperative  Program  giv- 
programs  and  send  the  remain-  mg  record.  It  was  after  Floyd's 
der  to  the  Southern  Baptist  defeat  that  the  topic  of  including 
Convention  to  fund  ministries  non-Cooperative  Program 
andprograms on  that  levcL  expenditures  in  a  church's 

That  system  has  worked  Cooperative  Program  giving 
well  for  many  years,  but  here  total  became  really  loud, 
has  been  talk  lately  about  The  messengers  to  die  San 


changing  the  way  Cooperative  Antonio  meeting  last  week  dis- 
Program  gifts  are  counted  so  missed  that  idea  in  a  convincing 


to  be  distracted  from  that  praise  that  other  programs  and  min-  manner  overwhelmingly  adopt-  incredibly  well  for  nidi 

and  worship,  but  business  mat-  istries  (church-sponsored  mis-  ing  a  statement  proposed  by  the  years.  It  isn't  broke,  and  it 

ters  are  important  to  the  work  sion  trips,  for  example)  can  be  SBC  Executive  Committee  that  n't  need  fixing. 


which  cooperating  Southern 
Baptist  churches  give  a  percent¬ 
age  of  their  undesignated 
receipts  in  support  of  their 
respective  state  convention  and 
die  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
missions  and  ministries." 

That  should  put  the  matter  to 
rest  The  Cooperative  Program  is 
too  important  to  water  down 
with  technicalities  and  loopholes, 
for  the  purpose  of  artificially 
inflating  the  giving  records  of  die 
churches  of  candidates  who  seek 
high  SBC  office.  That's  playing 
politics,  plain  and  simple. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is 
what  it  is,  and  has  worked 
incredibly  well  for  nidi  on  85 
years.  It  isn't  broke,  and  it  does- 


ters  are  important  to  the  work 
of  the  convention  and  must  also 
be  addressed  and  reported. 


sion  trips,  for  example)  can  be 
credited  toward  a  church's 
Cooperative  Program  gifts. 


SBC  Executive  Committee  that  n't  need  fixing. 

states  CP  is  "Southern  Baptists'  Now  let's  get  back  to  prais- 

unified  plan  of  giving  through  ing  die  Lord. 


SBC  annual  meeting,  (cotit'd  from  page  one) 


rtbt  Record  Advisory  Committee: 

Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


In  other  matters: 

•  New  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  President  Geoff  Hammond 
appeared  before  messengers  for  die  first  time 
in  nis  new  position,  asking  diem  to  pray  for 
a  movement  of  "churches  planting  churches 
planting  churches  planting  churches." 

•  International  Mission  Board 


planting  c 
mal  M 


ission  Board 


•  Messengers  passed  a  resolution  con¬ 
demning  child  sexual  abuse,  saying 
Southern  Baptists  "express  our  deep  level  of 
moral  outrage  and  concern  at  any  instance  of 
child  victimization"  and  that  "/we  implore 
Southern  Baptist  churches  to  utilize  materials 
from  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  and  state 
conventions  and  other  relevant  research  that 


President  Jerry  Rankin,  a  Clinton  native,  help  churches  prevent  child  abuse." 
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said  more  than  475,000  new  believers 
were  baptized  and  more  than  23,000  new 
churches  planted  last  year  through  the 
work  of  IMB  missionaries.  Rankin 
encouraged  SBC  churches  to  partner 
with  overseas  missionaries  through 
short-term  mission  trips  and  prayer  and 
financial  support. 

•  Executive  Committee  President 
Morris  Chapman,  a  native  of  Kosciusko, 
delivered  an  address  saying,  "[I]f  we 
believe  a  doctrine  is  a  part  of  the  core  belief 
system  of  Southern  Baptists,  it  should  be  in 
tne  Baptist  Faith  and  Message." 

"If  an  entity  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  adopts  a  confession  of  faith 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  and  it  includes  a  doctrine 
unsupported  by  our  confessional  state¬ 
ment,  the  entity  should  request  approval 
from  the  Convention  prior  to  including  the 
doctrine  in  its  confession,"  he  said. 


•  Messengers  also  passed  a  global 
warming  resolution  centered  on  concern 
for  the  poor,  urging  "Southern  Baptists  to 
proceed  cautiously  in  the  human-induced 
global  warming  debate  in  light  of  conflict¬ 
ing  scientific  research."  It  also  says 
"Christians  are  called  by  God  to  exercise 
caring  stewardship  and  dominion  over  the 
earth  and  environment" 

•  President  Bush  addressed  messengers 
via  satellite,  thanking  messengers  for  tneir 
prayers.  "God  has  blessed  our  nation  with 


second  vice  president.  John  L.  Yeats  was 
re-elected  recording  secretary  and  Jim 
Wells  re-elected  registration  secretary. 

•  The  Southern  Baptist  Conference  of 
Associational  Directors  of  Missions  cele¬ 
brated  the  300th  anniversary  of  Baptist 
associations  in  America.  The  Philadelphia 
Baptist  Association  was  founded  in  1707. 

•  Messengers  approved  a  reallocation  of 
Cooperative  Program  dollars  previously 
allotted  to  GuideStone  Financial 
Resources.  The  new  allocation,  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Executive  Committee,  will 
increase  the  allocation  for  die  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  from  1.49% 
to  1.65%  for  the  2007-08  budget  year, 
resulting  in  a  net  increase  of  $320)962. 

The  approved  recommendation  also 
will  increase  Executive  Committee  funds 


via  satellite,  thanking  messengers  for  their  from  3.32%to  3.40%  for  the  express  pur- 
prayers.  "God  has  blessed  our  nation  with  pose  of  providing  funds  for  the  steward - 
prosperity  and  great  abundance,  and  I  firmly  ship  ministry  recently  assigned  to  die 
believe,  like  you,  that  we  should  use  our  Executive  Committee,  resulting  in  a  net 
resources  to  Kelp  those  at  need  here  at  home  increase  of  $160,480  in  2007-06. 
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and  help  those  in  need  abroad,  and  this  is  a  Additionally,  a  one-time  distribution  of 
central  part  of  die  work  of  the  Southern  $347,710  will  go  to  each  of  the  conven- 
Baptist  Convention  ...You're  living  out  the  tion's  three  smaller  seminaries: 
call  to  spread  the  Gospel  and  proclaim  the  Southeastern,  Midwestern  and  Golden 
Kingdom  of  God."  Gate  seminaries.  For  die  2008-09  budget 

•  Nearly  1,000  people  made  first-time  year,  the  same  recommendation  called  Tor 

decisions  for  Christ  during  the  Crossover  the  ERLC's  allocation  to  continue  at  1.65% 
evangelistic  outreach.  Crossover  is  an  and  the  Executive  Committee's  portion  to 
annual  event  preceding  the  SBC  meeting  stay  at  3.40%.  The  remaining  .52%of 
whereby  volunteers  witness  through  the  GuideStone's  .76%  allocation  would  be 
use  of,  tor  example,  block  parties,  cultural  included  in  the  overall  seminary  alloca- 
celebrations,  medical  clinics,  and  door-to-  tion,  resulting  in  an  increase  from  21.4% 
door  evangelistic  visits.  to  21.92%  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

•  Jim  Richards,  founding  director  of  Guidestorie  earlier  this  year  announced  it 
the  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas  no  longer  needed  CP  funding  and  was 
Convention,  was  elected  as  first  vice  pres-  releasing  its  portion  for  use  by  other  entities, 
ident,  and  Eric  Redmond,  pastor  of  Next  year's  SBC  annual  meeting  will  be 
Hillcrest  Church  in  Temple  Hills,  Md.,  as  held  June  10-11  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


•  Messengers  adopted  an  official  defini-  -  evangelistic  outreach.  Crossover  is  an 
tion  of  the  Cooperative  Program  (CP),  saying  annual  event  preceding  the  SBC  meeting 
CP  "is  Southern  Baptists'  unified  plan  of  giv-  whereby  volunteers  witness  through  die 
ing  through  which  cooperating  Southern  use  of,  for  example,  block  parties,  cultural 
Baptist  churches  give  a  percentage  of  their  celebrations,  medical  clinics,  and  door-to- 
undesignated  receipts  in  support  of  their  door  evangelistic  visits, 
respective  state  convention  and  the  Southern  •  Jim  Richards,  founding  director  of 
Baptist  Convention  missions  and  ministries."  the  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas 
The  definition  came  from  a  recommen-  Convention,  was  elected  as  first  vice  pres- 
dation  from  the  Executive  Committee  and  ident,  and  Eric  Redmond,  pastor  of 
passed  overwhelmingly.  Hillcrest  Church  in  Temple  Hills,  Md.,  as 


The  Baptist  Record 


June  21,  2007 


So.  Baptists  asked  to  win  world  to  Jesus 


12  during  th 
meeting  m  S 
Garrison's 


SAN  ANTONIO  (BP)  — 
What  will  it  take  to  win  the 
world  to  Jesus  Christ? 

That's  the  "God-sized"  ques¬ 
tion  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  President 
Frank  Page  put  to  David 
Garrison,  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  regional 
leader  for  South  Asia,  on  June 
12  during  the  2007  SBC  annual 
San  Antonio. 

's  answer  came  from 
the  words  Jesus  gave  to  His  dis¬ 
ciples  in  John  4:38.  "Lift  up  your 
eves  and  look  on  the  fields,  that 
tney  are  white  for  harvest." 

Garrison  said  before  Southern 
Baptists  can  see  that  harvest, 
they  must  first  turn  away  from 
the  ways  of  the  world,  from 
denominational  infighting,  and 
ultimately,  from  themselves.  He 
told  messengers  the  story  of 
three  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  who  sacrificed  their  lives  to 
tell  others  about  Jesus. 

On  Dec.  30,  2002,  a  Muslim 
named  Abdul  Kamil  walked 
into  Yemen's  Jibla  Baptist 
Hospital  and  gunned  down 
Martha  Myers,  Bill  Koehn,  and 


RECONNECTING  —  Gary  Bowlin  (center),  vocational  evangelist  from  Summit  and  past  president  of  the 

of old  fr' 


Conference  of  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists,  talks  with  a  pair 
annual  meeting  in  San  Antonio.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


I  friends  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


variety.  Kamil's  wife 
with  infertility  and 
r.  M\ 


'lye 

Kathleen  G « 
struggled 

had  been  a  patient  of  Dr.  Myers 
for  nearly  a  year.  After  the  mur¬ 
ders,  Kamil  was  arrested  and 
interrogated  by  police. 

"My  wife  tola  me  that  no  one 
had  ever  treated  her  with  such 
love  and  tenderness  as  Dr. 
Myers,"  Kamil  said,  according 
to  Garrison.  "When  1  saw  how 


this  love  had  so  touched  my 
wife,  I  knew  I  must  kill  this  doc¬ 
tor.  Because  a  love  so  powerful 
was  dangerous,  it  could  turn  all 
of  m 


can  see  in  God's 


lan  that  it 


w  people 
What  Dr. 


le  away  from  Islam." 
Myers,  Bill  Koehn 
and  Kathleen  Gariety  did  with 
their  lives  would  be  considered 
foolishness  when  measured  by 
the  ways  of  this  world/' 
Garrison  said,  'but  friends,  we 


R.  Graham  remembered 

MONTREAT,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Ruth  Bell  Graham,  wife  of  evange¬ 
list  Billy  Graham,  died  June  14,  surrounded  by  her  husband  and 
five  children  at  her  Montreat,  N.C.,  home.  She  was  87.  "Ruth  was 
my  life  partner,  and  we  were  called  by  God  as  a  team,"  Billy 
Graham  said  in  a  statement.  "No  one  else  could  have  borne  the 


load  that  she  carried.  She  was  a  vital  and  integral  p>art  of 


our 

ministry,  and  my  work  through  the  years  would  have  been 
impossible  without  her  encouragement  and  support.  I  am  so 
grateful  to  the  Lord  that  He  gave  me  Ruth,  ana  especially  for 
these  last  few  years  we've  had  in  the  mountains  together.  We've 
reldndled  the  romance  of  our  youth,  and  my  love  for  her  contin¬ 
ued  to  grow  deeper  every  day.  I  will  miss  ner  terribly,  and  look 
forward  even  more  to  the  day  I  can  join  her  in  heaven."  For  sev¬ 
eral  weeks,  Ruth  Graham  had  been  confined  to  bed  as  she  suf¬ 
fered  from  degenerative  osteoarthritis  of  the  back  and  neck,  and 
two  weeks  ago  she  was  diagnosed  with  pneumonia  and  seemed 
to  be  recovering,  A.  Larry  Ross,  a  spokesman  for  the  Graham 
family,  told  Baptist  Press.  But  on  the  morning  of  June  13  she  fell 
into  a  coma.  Ross  said  Graham  was  alert  on  Sunday,  June  10,  to 


a  statement  saying  she  would  be  buried  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Billy  Graham  Library  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  The  two  nad  made  the 
decision  on  their  own,  he  said.  "I  am  more  in  love  with  her  today 
than  when  we  first  met  over  65  years  ago  as  students  at  Wheaton 
College,"  he  said  in  his  June  13  statement.  Ruth  Graham  was 
bom  June  10, 1920  in  China,  the  daughter  of  medical  missionar¬ 
ies.  Sne  attended  high  school  in  Pyongyang,  Korea  (now  North 
Korea)  before  returning  to  the  U.S.  at  age  17  —  her  first  trip  to  the 
States  took  place  at  age  7  with  her  parents  on  furlough  —  to 
attend  Wheaton  College  in  Wheaton,  Ill.  It  was  there  that  she  met 
her  future  husband.  The  Grahams'  youngest  daughter,  also 
named  Ruth,  said  her  mother  played  an  integral  role  in  her 


her. 

The 
ute  website 


Daddy's  ministry  would  n 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
vebsite  to  Ruth  Graham  at 


ot  have  been  possible,"  she  said. 
Association  has  launched  a  trib- 
http:/  /  www.bgea.org. 


was  the  power  of  God  unto  sal¬ 
vation.  Southern  Baptists,  do  not 
follow  the  ways  of  this  world. 
We  have  a  higher  calling!" 

Garrison  said  believers 
next  must  recognize  the  lost¬ 
ness  that  surrounds  them.  His 
region,  South  Asia,  has  the 
greatest  concentration  of  lost¬ 
ness  anywhere  in  the  world.  It 
includes  nations  like  India, 
where  there  are  more  than  800 
lost  persons  per  square  mile. 

Tm  troubled,  my  friends, 
when  I  come  back  to  America 
and  1  see  Southern  Baptists 
becoming  more  and  more 
cocooned  in  the  evangelical 
Christian  world.  I’m  convinced 
more  lost  people  are  not  coming 
to  Christ  because  more  Southern 
Baptists  do  not  know  lost  people. 
Jesus  looked  around  Him  and 
saw  a  lost  world  and  His  lieart 
wept  for  the  lost....  Southern 
Baptists,  lift  up  your  eyes  and  see 
a  lost  world  around  you." 

Garrison  recalled  story  he 
read  about  a  religious  man 
named  Halappa  who  had  devel¬ 
oped  an  "extreme  devotion"  to 


the  god  he  worshipped.  One 
day,  Halappa  s  wife  found  him 
lying  in  tne  couple's  garden.  He 
had  cut  his  own  throat  before 
his  "god"  —  a  stone.  Halappa 
died  on  the  way  to  the  hospital. 

"This  tragedy...  seems  bizarre 
to  us,"  Garrison  said,  "but  it 
should  not,  because  lost  people 
are  desperate  for  Jesus  Christ 
whether  they  admit  it  or  not. 

"Imagine  ...if  someone  had 
been  there  to  tell  him  that 
'Yes,'  God  did  want  to  have  a 
relationship  with  him,  and 
'Yes,'  God  aid  provide  a  blood 
sacrifice  for  his  salvation  — 
but  we  got  there  too  late." 

Garrison  concluded  his  SBC 
challenge  by  asking  Southern 
Baptists  to  ''lift  up  their  eyes" 
so  that  they  may  see  ''the 
impossible  made  possible." 

Jesus  Christ  is  changing  lives 
in  South  Asia  and  around  the 
world."  Garrison  said,  "and  He's 
working  through  us  to  do  it 
whenever  we  turn  away  from 
ourselves,  when  we  turn  away 
from  fighting  one  another,  when 
we  turn  away  from  the  ways  of 
this  world  and  follow  His  ways." 


I  ookinu  buck 

(  » 


As  a  result  of  the  Covenant  for  a  New  Century  restructuring,  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  Radio  &  Television  Commission,  and  the  Brotherhood 
Commission  are  now  all  part  of  the  new  North  American  Mission  Board. 


Adrian  Rogers  is  re-elected  president.  Southern  Baptist  participation  in 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  for  Fublic  Affairs  is  continued,  and  me  Peace 
Committee's  final  report  is  accepted  —  all  on  the  first  day  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 


Ignoring  taunts  from  critics,  Billy  Graham  continues  his  New  York 
City  crusade  for  a  fourth  week  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  with  a  half 
million  in  attendance  and  16,000  signed  decisions  recorded. 
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The  Baptist  Record 


How  Many  Spaces 
Do  You  Fill? 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  hai>e  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (7  repent. ) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  witn  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him , 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


I  was  out  on  the  road  and 
arrived  at  the  motel  late  into  the 
night  I  checked  in,  got  my  room 
and  went  back  out  in  the 
i  to  park  my  car.  When  1  saw 
where  my  room  was,  there  were 
no  parking  spaces  anywhere 
near  where  I  was  going  to  be  but 
then  I  saw  why  mere  were  no 
spaces.  Somebody  in  a  pickup 
truck  pulling  a  large  utility  trail¬ 
er  had  parked  in  front  of  the 
rooms,  taking  up  five  spaces.  I 
certainly  understand  that  even  if 
you  are  pulling  a  trailer  you 
nave  got  to  park  somewhere,  but 
since  it  was  raining,  it  intensified 
my  concern  that  he  had  blocked 
five  spaces  right  in  front  of 
where  I  was  going  to  stay.  There 
was  nothing  to  do  but  park  a 
good  distance  away  out  in  the  lot 
and  unload  in  the  rain  in  order  to 
get  to  my  room.  I  pulled  in  a 
spot,  got  my  stuff  out  of  the  car, 
and  started  trudging  across  the 
parking  lot  in  the  ram.  I  passed 
the  truck  with  the  trailer  hitch  on 
it  taking  up  five  parking  spots. 
Normally,  I  would  not  think 
much  about  it  because  1  often 
park  a  distance  from  wherever  I 
am  going  just  so  I  can  walk,  but  it 
was  late,  it  was  raining,  and 
some  inconsiderate  soul  had 


hogged  all  of  the  , 

As  I  thought  about \ 


parking  spaces, 
bout  whomever 
it  was  that  Had  parked  this  wav  I 
was  not  angry  nut  neither  did  1 
have  on  my  nappy  face.  The  next 
morning  when  l  got  ready  to 
leave,  l  had  actually  forgotten 
about  coming  in  late,  sloshing 
through  the  rain,  and  thinking 
about  the  truck  and  trailer 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


spread  out  over  five  spaces  until 
I  saw  the  guy  who  had  done  it. 
There  he  was  getting  in  his  truck 
—  one  person  occupying  five 
spaces,  and  he  was  about  to 
leave.  Things  were  different  now 
because  I  was  also  about  to  leave 
and  head  on  my  way.  The  sun 
was  out,  it  was  a  new  day,  and 
who  cares,  so  just  move  on.  I  did! 
I  went  on  down  the  road  to 
where  I  was  going  to  preach  that 
morning,  but  I  kept  thinking 
about  the  fellow  that  had  taken 
all  of  the  spaces.  Now  I  am 
assuming  that  he  paid  the  same 
rate  as  I  did  to  spend  the  night 
there,  and  I  know  that  he  had  to 
park  his  truck  some  place.  I  won¬ 
dered  if  he  had  gotten  there 
before  it  started  raining.  I  won¬ 
dered  how  many  other  people 
had  been  inconvenienced  by  him 
because  they  needed  to  park 
closer  to  their  rooms.  Then  1 
began  to  reflect  on  how  many 
people  take  up  a  lot  of  spaces  at 
church  with  little  concern  for 
others  who  need  to  be  there. 

There  are  people  who  take 
up  space  and  do  not  pay  any¬ 
thing.  In  most  of  our  churches, 
the  norm  is  that  half  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  never  give  a  penny  to  sup¬ 
port  the  work  of  the  Lord  and  to 
share  Christ  around  the  world. 


They  just  come,  park,  sometimes 
spread  out  want  their  conve¬ 
niences,  and  then  head  off  into 
the  sunshine.  It  is  certainly  all 
right  to  take  up  a  space  because 
everything  and  everybody  does. 
It  may  be  something  as  small  as  a 
paramecium  or  as  large  as  an  ele¬ 
phant,  but  all  of  us  and  every¬ 
thing  occupies  space.  It  may 
even  be  something  as  small  as  an 
oxygen  molecule  that  cannot 
even  be  seen,  but  if  you  blow 
enough  of  them  into  a  balloon, 
they  will  expand  many  times 
because  of  the  space  they  occupy. 

When  you  occupy  space,  it  is 
important  to  be  sensitive  first  to 
those  around  you  and  secondly 
to  make  a  contribution  related  to 
the  space  you  fill.  The  reality  is 
that  Jesus  told  us  to  occupy  until 
He  returns  —  but  He  did  not 
mean  for  us  just  to  fill  up  a  space 
(or  five  spaces).  He  was  actually 
telling  Hus  disciples  and  us  to  be 
productive,  canng  and  serving 
in  the  space  that  we  fill.  "How 
can  we  best  go  about  doing 
that?"  you  may  ask.  I  suppose  the 
answer  can  be  seen  most  clearly 
in  the  life  of  our  Lord  Himself. 
We  can  fill  our  space,  our  time, 
and  our  life  with  doing  what 
Jesus  did.  Acts  tells  us  that  Jesus 
went  about  doing  good. 


However  it  was  more  than  just 
doing  good  deeds.  He  went 
about  doing  good  for  others, 
encouraging  them,  guiding 
them,  loving  them,  and  making  a 
difference  in  their  lives.  It  did  not 
matter  who,  where,  or  when 
because  when  Jesus  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  them  it  was  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  transformation  of  spirit 
and  renewal  of  hope. 

The  bottom  line  question 
may  not  be  how  many  spaces 
are  you  filling  but  more  impor¬ 
tantly  what  are  you  doing  in  the 
space  that  vou  are  occupying?  If 
you  are  only  taking  up  room  and 
draining  resources,  now  might 
be  a  good  time  to  say,  "Lord  mat 
is  not  what  I  want  to  do."  Ask 


Him  to  show  you  and  empower 
you  to  make  a  difference  in  both 
your  life  and  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  around  your  space. 

To  be  perfectly  honest,  while  I 
felt  bad  about  the  guy  who  had 
filled  up  five  spaces  and  caused 
me  to  have  to  walk  further  in  the 
rain,  the  next  day  I  realized  that 
the  trailer  was  filled  with  sup¬ 
plies,  equipment,  and  building 
tools  that  no  doubt  he  was  using 
to  make  a  difference  and  help 
folks.  Then  1  felt  bad  about  feel¬ 


ing  bad.  All  that  is  to  say  that 
sometimes  people  who  look  like 
they  are  just  filling  spots  are 
doing  more  in  their  space  than 
we  know  or  for  which  they 
receive  credit.  Leave  that  up  to 
the  Lord  and  concern  yourself 
with  filling  your  space  with  what 
He  wouldnave  you  to  be  and  do. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@>mbcb.org. 


MS Audio  LLC 

Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Fx]uipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Soutfiem  and  Country  gospel  classics  wil  appeal  to  both  young 
and  old  alike.  A  member  of  Friendship  Baptist  Church,  Scott's 
unique  approach  to  shoring  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ 


through  song  and  testimony  has  endeared  him  to  audiences 
for  the  past  several  years.  For  more  information  on  hosting 
Scott  at  your  church  or  event,  call  662-304-02 1 4  or  e-mail 
Scott  at  infoOtswilemon.com.  You  can  also  hear  Scott's  music 
and  read  more  about  him  at  www.tswilemon.com. 

www.fswilemon.com 
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Friendship  Church,  McComb:  Revival,  July  8-11;  Sun.,  10:45 
a.m.  and  1  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Rick  Kennedy,  speaker;  Tom 
Walsh,  music;  La  Verne  Summerlin,  pastor. 

Hebron  Church,  Grenada:  Homecoming,  June  24;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  and  singing;  Bobby  Douglas, 
speaker;  Bill  Wilson,  music;  donations  for  cemetery  upkeep  to 
Hebron  Baptist  Church  Cemetery  Fund,  315  Hebron  Church  Road, 
Grenada,  MS  38901 . 

Palestine  Church,  Harris ville:  Homecoming,  June  24;  services,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  David  Parker,  speaker;  cemetery  donations 
to  Palestine  Baptist  Church,  Old  River  Road,  Harrisville,  MS  39082. 

Pilgrim  Rest  Church,  Ethel:  Homecoming  and  Revival,  June 
24-27;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  followed  by  lunch,  ana  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Donald  Self,  speaker. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Gore  Springs:  Revival,  June  24-27; 
Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Truman  Scarborough,  J.R.  Eaton, 
Kevin  Jackson,  and  Jeff  Gilder,  speakers;  Neil  Gant,  pastor. 

Providence  Church,  Meadville:  Homecoming,  June  24,  11 

a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  meal  and  afternoon  music;  Wiley 
Reid  and  Cletus  Moak,  speakers;  Brian  Lees,  pastor. 

Southside  .Church,  Vicksburg:  Church  Anniversary  and  4th  of 
July  celebration;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch,  games  and 
fellowship  and  Hosanna  singing,  6  p.m. 

Stanton  Church,  Natchez:  Revival,  June  24-27;  Sun.,  11  a.m, 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Step  Martin,  speaker;  Price  Harris, 
music;  Steve  Purvis,  pastor. 

Vardaman  Church,  Kemper  County:  Revival,  July  9-11,  7  p.m.; 
Danny  Lanier,  speaker;  Josh  Meadows,  pastor. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


WTatJjelyou  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


“PROVIDING 
A  TIME  OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT. 
INSPIRATION  AND 
FELLOWSHIP 
FOR  THE  PASTOR 
AND  HIS  WIFE” 


For  two 


Adults:  $112  per  person; 

Preschool -6lh  grade: 
$56  per  person;  Age  two 
and  under:  no  cost. 

There  is  no  conference 
fee.  The  MBCB 
Conference 

Office  accepts  VISA  and 
MasterCard. 


July  12-14,  2007 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


Lowry  and  KanU  Anderson 

Lowry  is  senior  pastor  at  Bel-Aire 
Baptist  Church  in  Gulfjport. 

Kandl  has  been  a  radio  personality 
for  American  Family  Radio  and  former 
manager  of  the  Gutfport  station  She  is  a 
columnist  for  the  Sun  Herald  and  author 
of  It’s  Just  Another  Bloomin'  Day. 

Lowry  and  Kanrti  have  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  six  grandchildren.  They  have  led 
marriage  conferences,  revival  weekends 
and  enjoy  sharing  a  testimony  of  “ Puny 
Chy  in  the  Hands  of  a  Great  Potter ." 


For  more  information,  call  the  Pastor/Leadership 
Development  Department  at  (601)  292-3305  or 
1-800-748-1651  (toll-free  in  state). 

Alan  Woodward,  director  ♦  Keith  Gordon,  consultant 
Kay  McDonnell,  ministry  assistant 
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LITERACY  MISSIONS 
TRAINING  OPPORTUNITIES 


ENGUSH  AS  A  SECOND 
LANGUAGE 

Calhoun  Baptist  Association 
Calhoun  City 
July  26-28,  2007 
Cost  -  $25 

Deadline  for  registration  -  July  1 
Contact  to  register  662-628-6262 

Copiah  Baptist  Association 

Hazlehurst 

August  23-25,  2007 
Cost- $25 

Deadline  for  registration  -  August  1 
Contact  to  register  601-894-2024 

FBC,  Brandon  -  date  TBA 

North  Delta  Association  -  date  TBA 


TUTORNG  CHILDREN  AND  YOUIH 

Copiah  Baptist  Association 
Hazlehurst 
November  1-3,  2007 
Cost  -  $25 

Deadline  to  register  -  October  1 
Contact  to  register  601-894-2024 


CHRONOLOGICAL 
BIBLE  STORYING 

FBC,  Brandon  -  date  TBA 


STATE  LITERACY 
MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

Camp  Garaywa  -  October  4-6,  2007 
Basic  Workshops  (ESL,  ARW,  TCY) 
as  well  as  topical  seminars 


For  more  information  on  all  the  above  go  to:  www.mbcb.oig  /  mission_strategy  /  wmu  /  literacy  /  training-aspx 
or  contact  Paula  Smith  at  psmith0mbcb.org  or  800-748-1651,  ext.  336 


CWJC/CMJC  National  Certification  Train! 

Level  1  and  Level  2 

Camp  Garaywa  Clinton,  Mississippi 
August  14-17,  2007 

For  more  Information,  contact  Lisa  Miller  in  the  MS  WMU 
Office  at  800-748-1651,  ext.  317,  601-292-3317,  or  E-mail  M 
lmiller@mbcb.org.  Registration  forms  may  also  be  down-  ^ 
loaded  at  www.mbcb.org.  click  on  Events,  Woman's 

Missionary  Union. 


CMJC' 


Swanberg 


2007  State  Senior  Adult  Rally  conferen 

. .  „  •  Fun  Time  with  Rick 

rnurMBiy,  August  W  ft**  Bewley.  juggling,  music  and  magic 

Mississippi  College,  Swor  Auditorium  .  succees  of  Significance  for  Senior  Adults 

•  $1  at  door  •  Registration  8:30  s.m.  Tom  Crocker,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Life  Way  Consultant 

Speaker:  Dannie  Swanberg  •  Developing  a  Servant  Heart 

Music:  Visionaries  Choir,  FBC,  Hattiesburg  Dennis  Daniei,  Pastoral  Care  Ministnes,  FBC,  Jackson 

Sponsored  by  the  Disdpieship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 


To  register  for  meal, 
contact  Eric  Pratt  at  MC: 
601-925-3235, 
fax  601-925-3809, 
or  E-mail  at 
epratt@mc.edu. 
Deadline  to  register 
for  meal  is  August  23. 


Small/Bivocational  Church  pastor's  workshop 

-  "Fit for  the  Kingdom  " 

Monday,  Jane  25 


Tuesday,  June  26 


Featured  Presenter 

Paul  W.  Powell 

There  will  be  a  $5  charge  per  person  for  the 
conference.  For  more  information,  call: 
Pastor/Leadership  Development  Dept 
(601)  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651.  ext  305 


National  wmu 

Mission*  Event 


“JOY 
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Little  Hot* 
Odobbrt 
For  marti  ir#i 
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For  exceptional  persons  (12  years  and  afcfrfjfe 
pastors/ministers,  parents,  teachers  and  frtSneS 


SEPTEMBER  7-S 
CAMP  QARAYWA 


THEME:  GAME  DAY  CENfl 


Thera  win  be  games,  Bible  study,  singing,  moeiesw 
for  all  participants.  Registration  begins  at  9  p.mt  on 
and  the  retreat  concludes  at  1  p.m.  on  SepteffebetM 


COST:  $37.50  PER  FERROS 
This  includes  overnight  lodging  aradrthfe 
One  adult  counselor  for  every  five  campefo  el 


Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  SchoobQefl 
For  more  info,  contact  Shelley  He$n$i 
601-292-3292 


RooR  Arkansas 


Teaching  Ministry  (taught  in  Spanish) 

Sunday  School  (all  age  groups  leadership) 

Dtadpicahip  Draining  Claaser 

Bible  Drill  Thuning 

Financial  Issues 

Personal  Growth  Classes 

Church  Planting 

8:00  p.m.  -  27  NEW  CLASSES,  INCLUDING: 

Services  to  Ifcrget  the  Unchurched 

Using  Games  to  Pep-Up  your  Teaching 

Counseling  as  a  Ministry 

SS  for  the  Veteran  Pastor 

Speakers  Tournament 

Rewiring  for  Senior  Adults 

Staff  Compensation 

Teaching  Ministry  (continues  in  Spanish) 

Saturday,  July  28 

8:00  am.  -  Check-in  for  New  Arrivals 

8:30  a  m.  -  25  CLASS  CHOICES: 

(Many  are  new  and  some  an  repeats) 
Missions  Friends  Leader  TVaining 
WMU  Leadership  Classes 
Introduction  to  Disaster  Relief 
RA  Racers /Camping /Other  Events 
Youth,  Pastor;  and  Deacon  TVacks  cont. 
Discipling  Oral  Learners  (in  Spanish) 

,  -li  -  ^1 ,  ^  -  -  «  *c.  - 

LnintaDie  Lontnouauns 

Physical  Wellness 
Developing  a  Biblical  Worldview 
Servanthood  Evangelism 
Sharing  Christ  with  Children 

9:30  a  m  -  24  CLASS  CHOICES: 

(Many  an  new  and  some  an  repeats) 
Exploring  Your  Spiritual  Gifts 
GA  Overview 

Youth  Mission  Trip  Planning 
Retirement  Issues  for  Church  Staff 
Simple  Church 

10:30  a  m.  -  25  CLASS  CHOICES: 

(Many  an  new  and  some  an  repeats) 

Drama  in  Worship 

Deacons  Partnering  with  the  Pastor 

Completion  of  Youth  Track 


SNfFRAL 

Rieajiend  lots  of  fun 


rirthtee  meals, 
di  oftthe  same  sex. 

sQepartment 

m  u  _  - 

00in96wortn 


7:00  p.m  -  SOME  OF  THE  27  CLASSES  ARE 

WMU  Leadership  Classes 
Men's  Mission  Classes 
Evangelism  Training 
Youth  Ministry  Training 
Pastoral  1  rarkrshlp 


Lae  County 


PO.  Box  2640 
Tupekx  MS  38803 
Phonr. 662-566-1 700 
Fax:662-566-4006 
E-mail:  kbaehwoLcom 
(Cost  $5  per  person) 

FBC,  Tupelo 

Friday,  July  27 

5.00  •  700  p.m.  -  Conference  Check-in 


GUFSTSPFAKER 


WORSHIP  LFA06R 


P'i+?  tl*  sUy.  June  22  -  July  5,  2007 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  lackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (P8AV) 


I  In  early  January  a  volunteer  (I)  S  tooth 

n  •  J  -  f  _  ,  I  ,  I  from  the  U  S  wi  go  to  Commur% 

aiappy  marriages  begin  When  We  marry  the  ones  We  j  £?£»£y»£3£'S 
Lo\?e  anb  they  blossom  When  We  lo\le  the  ones  We  marry.'  &TE 
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Mission  Leadership  Training 

for  the  Church 

4  locations  to  choose  from: 

Missions  Leadership  Training  (a  part  of  Growing  Churches) 

-  FBC,  Tupelo,  July  27-28 

Missions  Leadership  Training  -  FBC,  Columbia,  August  2 1 
Missions  Leadership  Training  -  FBC,  Olive  Branch,  August  28 
Missions  Leadership  Training  -  Camp  Garaywa  August  24-25 

(Only  MLT  requiring  registration) 

•"tiw  **  * 

'  • 

•  Co-sponsored  by  Men's  Ministry  Department  and  wMu 

•  For  more  information  on  events,  contact  Tammy  Anderson:  Call  1-800-748-1651 ,  ext.  323,  or 

601-292-3323  or  E-maM  tanderson®  mbcb.org 

•  Camp  Garaywa  training  requires  a  registration  for  lodging  and  meals.  Registration  forms  available  online 

at  www.mbcb.org  (dick  on  events,  wMu)  or  call  Alicia  Dungan  el  801-924-7034  or 
E-mail  adunganOmbcb.org 
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1.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Stanton  Church,  Natchez 


3.  Tipps  and  Berger, 


Wash  " 


1.  Stanton  Church,  Natchez, 
ordained  Lucian  Bullen, 
Terrell  Foster,  and  Randy 
Babb  as  deacons  June  i. 
Shown  are  pastor  Steve 
Purvis,  Bullen,  Foster,  and 
Babb. 


2.  New  Hope  Church, 
Meridian,  recently  cele¬ 
brated  its  160th  anniver¬ 
sary  with  a  four-day  cele¬ 
bration,  including  services 
led  by  former  pastors  of 
the  cnurch:  Mike  Everett, 
Cliff  Pace,  Jimmy  Sanders, 
and  Randall  Creel.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  event. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


3.  Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal, 

held  an  installation  service 
for  their  new  pastor  Tracey 
Hipps  June  3.  Hipps  comes 
from  Central  Church, 
McComb.  Shown  are  Hipps 
and  George  Berger,  AMD 
for  the  Lebanon  Association. 


2. 160th  anniversary,  New  Hope  Church,  Meridian 


Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal 


Bibliocipher 

Bv  Charles  Marx.  1132  -  2004 
copyrighted  2003 

FN  AGY  BSLB  OTVL  BUO 
SVATE,  SVY  BSLB  OBJL 
LBT  EUGVO'  FGJLBO,  LBSL 
LBTN  BSPT  VGL  BJKL  FT; 
ZGKSOFJXB  SO  WTZGKT 
BUF  UVVGXTVXN  QSO 
ZG|VY  UV  FT;  SVY  SEOG 
WTZGKT  LRTT,  G  DUVA, 
BSPT  U  YGVT  VG  B|KL. 

YSVUTF  OUR: 
LQTVl  N-LQG 
C  lue:  [  -  L 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion  Fhe  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Genesis  Six:  Twelve 


GuideStone* 

Funds 


11  of  14  GuideStone  Funds  Outperformed 
Lipper  Averages! 

(As  of  the  five-year  period  ending  3/31/2007  for  the  GS4  share  class) 

GuideStone  Funds  continued  a  trend  of  superior  long-term 
performance  The  results  prove  it.  But  we  re  even  more  excited 
about  the  exceptional  long-term  returns  because  they  were  achieved 
without  sacrificing  our  biblical  values  Those  values  are  what  keep 
GuideStone  Funds  the  nation's  largest  Christian-based,  socially- 
screened  registered  mutual  fund  company  And  with  a  manager-of- 
managers  investment  philosophy,  participants  are  assured  that  each 
GuideStone  Fund  is  managed  by  world-class  investment  managers 

Add  performance  potential  and  values  to  your  employee  benefits 
package  today  by  selecting  GuideStone  for  vour  retirement  and 
insurance  needs  Call  1-888-98-G1  II)F  (1-888-984-8433)  or 
e-mail  informationfaG  uideStone.org  For  fund  performance 
Information,  a  fund  choices  brochure  or  a  prospectus,  please  s 
visit  www.GMideStoHe.org/vaJues. 

You  should  cartful ly  consider  the  investment  objectives,  risks,  charges  and 
expenses  of  GuideStone  Funds  before  investing  A  copy  of  the  prospectus  with  J 
this  and  other  information  about  the  funds  may  be  obtained  by  downloading  a  | 
prospectus  at  www.GtiidoStotw.orgof  by  calling  1-M-9I-GUIDE  (1-MMM-M33). 

You  should  read  the  prospectus  carefully  before  investing  £ 

Jj 

GuideStone  funds  are  distributed  by  PFPC  Distributors,  Inc ,  a  registered  broker  dealer  | 
and  underwriter  of  the  tumls,  760  Moore  Road,  King  ot  Prussia,  PA  19406  S 


June  24-27, 6-8:15  pjn. 


Associations'  authority,  role  settled  early 


1.  Kevin  Black  has  been 
called  as  pastor  of  Bluff 
Springs  Cnurch,  Choctaw 
County,  and  was  ordained 
at  Wake  Forest  Church, 


Sturgis  May  20.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University.  Shown  is 
Black,  center. 


2.  F  1  r  s  t| 

Church, 

Calhoun^  111111 

City,  has  KfaJl 
called  Dax 
Summerhill 

as  pastor.  mSSPSBt 

Summerhill 

hold  s 

degrees  Summerhill 

from  - 

Mississippi  State 

University  and  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary.  He  and  his 
wife  Laurie  nave  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Joshua  and  Myrick. 


1.  Garrett  Holmes.  Topisaw 
Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  grad¬ 
uated  from  Golden  Gate 
Seminary  this  spring  with  a 
Master  of  Divinity  degree. 


June  24-29,  6  p.m. 


Final  in  a  series 


By  Frank  Lay 

Correspondent 


Baptists  have  often  grappled  with  the  issue  of  the  power  of 
a  Baptist  association  over  a  local  church.  They  have  often 
asked  and  debated  the  question,  "What  authority  does  the 
association  have  over  local  churches?" 

In  wrestling  with  this  question,  the  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Association  asked  Beniamin  Griffith,  pastor  of  Montgomery  Baptist 
Church  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  write  An  Essay  on  the 
Power  and  Duty  of  an  Association  of  Churches.  What  Griffith  wrote 
in  his  essay  became  a  pattern  for  later  Baptist  associations  in 
America.  In  his  research,  Griffith  arrived  at  three  principal  conclu¬ 
sions  regarding  the  authority  of  an  association  over  local  churches. 

First,  the  Baptist  association  must  never  lord  it  over  the  local 
church.  Griffith  affirmed  that  each  church  is  an  autonomous  body. 
He  stated,  "Each  particular  church  hath  a  complete  power  and 
authority  from  Jesus  Christ,  to  administer  all  gospel  ordinances. . ., 
to  receive  in  and  cast  out,  and  also  to  try  and  ordain  their  own  offi¬ 
cers,  and  to  exercise  every  part  of  gospel  discipline  and  church  gov¬ 
ernment,  independent  of  any  other  church  or  assembly  whatever." 

Early  Baptist  associations  were  much  more  concerned  with 
local  church  autonomy  than  with  assodational  authority. 

Second,  local  church  autonomy  does  not  mean  that  associations 
have  no  authority  at  all.  Just  as  the  local  church  is  an  independent 
body,  die  association  is  also  a  self-governing  body  with  the 
authority  to  withdraw  fellowship  from  churches  and  individuals 
seen  to  be  defective  in  generally  accepted  doctrine  or  practice. 

However;  Giffith  emphasized  that  associations  do  not  have  the 
power  to  deliver  deviate  churches  over  to  Satan.  The  authority  of  the 
association  is  limited  to  the  right  to  withdraw  fellowship  from  a 
church  that  deviates  from  acceptable  faith.  Moreover;  the  association 
has  the  right  to  withhold  membership  from  churches  that  do  not 
measure  up  to  die  ideals  of  the  association.  The  association,  howev¬ 
er;  does  not  have  the  right  to  "de-church"  a  local  body  of  believers. 

Baptist  associations  recognize  that  die  local  church  has  die  right 
to  exist  apart  from  die  action  of  the  association. 

Third,  die  association  can  advise  churches  on  proper  proce¬ 
dures  and  beliefs  in  ecclesiastical  matters.  The  early  associations 
were  often  called  upon  to  advise  local  churches  with  their  ques¬ 
tions.  The  local  church  could  choose  to  accept  or  reject  die  counsel 
of  die  association.  However,  rejection  of  die  association's  recom- 
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mendadons,  especially 
concerning  doctrinal 
matters,  often  led  to  the 
exclusion  of  that 
church  from  member¬ 
ship  in  the  association. 

As  a  basis  for  doctri¬ 
nal  agreement,  the 
Philadelphia  Baptist 
Association  adopted 
the  London  Confession 
of  Particular  Baptist  as 
its  statement  of  faith. 

Based  on  the  London 
Confession,  the  associ¬ 
ation  often  served  as 
an  ordination  council, 
and  examined  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  itinerant 
preachers.  Heretical  or 
immoral  ministers 
would  be  disciplined 
and  even  excluded 
from  the  association. 

Griffith  cited  die  Erst  church  council  in  Acts  15  as  a  Biblical 
basis  for  such  actions  by  the  association.  In  Acts  15,  some  false 
teachers  had  taught  the  young  church  at  Antioch  that  circumcision 
was  essential  for  salvation,  and  that  Gentile  believers  must  be  cir¬ 
cumcised  in  order  to  be  saved.  The  church  at  Antioch  sent  mes¬ 
sengers  to  the  church  in  Jerusalem  in  order  to  discuss  and  settle 
this  matter.  The  council  mat  convened  in  Jerusalem  affirmed  that 
salvation  is  by  grace  alone  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

_  On  September  19,  1749,  the  Philadelphia 

Baptist  Association  approved  Griffith's  essay  as 
a  model  for  the  association  to  follow.  The  essay 
was  signed  and  affirmed  by  all  of  the  delegates 
present  at  that  meeting. 

Griffith's  essay  became  a  model  for  subse¬ 
quent  Baptist  associations  in  America. 

Lay  is  assodational  missions  director  for  Carroll- 
Montvomery  Association  in  Winona.  He  may  be  con¬ 
tacted at  carmont@bellsouth.net. 


SMALL  GROUPS:  get  on  a  Bible  Safari  path. 

Don't  miss  former  IMB  missionary,  pastor,  D.MJn,  Preston  Taylor's 
102  faslnating  Bible  Topics  for  group  discussions. 

Topics:  angels,  cross,  family,  forgiveness.  God.  toy,  love,  prayer,  rewards, 
salvation,  worship,  etc.  Bach  topic  has  an  Intro  Illustration  followed  by  10 
Bible  references;  thought-provoking  questions  on  every  verse.  Tell  group 
leaders  about  the  102.  Xulon  Press.  225  pgs..  $13.95.  Cokesbury  20% 
discount.  Bames  A  Noble,  etc.,  highly  recommended. 

Call  866-909-2665 


MOOKSVILLE  BAPTIST  CHUBCH, 

Brooksville,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bi-voca- 
tional  music  director.  Send  resumes  to 
Janice  Kesler,  music  chairman,  2922 
Fire  Tower  Rd.,  Crawford,  MS  39743. 


HICKORY  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHUBCH, 

Florence,  MS  is  seeking  a  bi-vocational 
Minister  of  Music.  Average  Church 
Attendance  1 50.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  1857  Florence 
Byram  Rd.,  Florence,  MS  39073,  or  e- 


ABE  YOU  LOOKING  TO  SERVE  in  a 

young,  exciting  &  growing  church? 
Steep  Hollow  Baptist  Church  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  full-time  Minister  of  Music  & 
Education.  Call  (601)  795-4638  or 
e-mail  steephollowUbellsouth.net. 
Please  mail  resumes  to  2336  Hwy 
53,  attn:  Minister  of  music  search 
committee,  Ropiarville,  MS  39470. 
Or  fax  (601)  795-4696. 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHUBCH,  locat¬ 
ed  on  49  south  in  Braxton,  Miss., 
seeking  a  Minister  of  Music.  Send 
resumes  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  music  committee,  P.O.  Box 
111,  Braxton,  MS  39044. 


SEASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 

Medicare  supplements,  major  medical,  & 
small  group  health  insurance  plans  avail¬ 
able  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call 
Carra  Turner  (662)  231-4487  for  rates  or 
visit  www.tumerinsuranceonline.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  and  beach¬ 
front  vacation  condos.  Spring  specials, 
Gulf  Shores  &  Orange  Beach,  Alabama, 
www.gulfshorescondos.com.  Two  nights 
efficiency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256.  Four 
nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beachside 
$605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps  6 
beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bedroom 
sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices  include 
everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205) 

554-1524.  (expires  5/25/07) _ 

JASPER  COUNTY  BAPTIST  Association 
located  in  Bay  Springs,  Miss.,  is  seeking 
a  part-time  bi-vocational  Association 
Missions  Director.  This  is  a  part-time 
position,  and  the  position  does  not 
include  housing  facilities.  Please  send 
resumes  no  later  than  July  1,  2007  to 
Jasper  County  Baptist  Association,  P.O. 
Box  385,  Bay  Sprites,  Ms.  39422. 


SEMEN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian 

owned.  Ail  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  3/9  inter 
state.  3.9  in  stale.  Ask  about  rates  as  low  as 
1.9  state  to  stale.  No  mortthty  service 
charge.  Call  1-866-587-8346  or  www.bw- 
ermyphonebilhcorMtaroldn. 


4  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  4  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions.  kringlgUy 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 

Texas.  (800)  728-8291, _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7956  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
LET  DAVE  RAMSEY'S  E.L.P.  for  health 
insurance  save  you  $$$$.  Insurance 
Consultants  Group.  Before  you  buy-C. 
Lavell  Smith  4  Bobby  Williamson.  Call 
today  for  your  free  quote!  Call  (868) 
826-0905  OR  (601)  824-0905 


FUST  BAPTIST  CHUBCH  ZACHARY  Is 

seeking  full-time  Children's  Minister. 
Please  send  resumes  to  4200  Main  St, 
Zachary,  LA  70791,  attn:  Lauren  Baudouin 

or  email  laurenb02Uholtnail.com. _ 

QUIET  GATLINBURG  CABIN  RETREAT: 
2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $9S/nite.  For 
Information:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 
689-9982,  email:  pdiwUworldnet.att.net. 
GULF  SHORES  VACATION:  Large 
3BR/2BA  home  in  Gulf  Shores,  AL. 
Sleeps  10  in  beds,  $850  per  week,  plus 
$85  cleaning  fee.  Call  (225)  241-5667 
or  visit  www.gtfamilyretreat.com. 
CHUBCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss., 

phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 


ATTENTION  FATHERS,  grandfathers, 
sons,  mens'  groups.  Promise  Keepers  4 
white  water  rafting  July  18-21.  Ocoee 
river  ratting,  Nashville  Pk.,  3  nights,  4 
days.  Includes  modem  motor  coach, 


molels,  tickets,  ratting  4  6  meals,  $375, 
quad,  occupancy.  Purpose  Driven 

Tours,  (601)371-8733. _ 

MOVING?  MOAN  4  GROAN  MOVERS, 
(601 )  849-3259.  Ybu  provide  truck  4  boxes. 

We  provide  labor. _ 

EAST  LONG  REACH  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pascagoula,  Miss.,  seeking  to  buy  1 5  pas- 

seruer  van,  call  (228)  627-3213. _ 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  FOR  DISCIPLESHIP 
Ministries:  Bon  Air  Baptist  Church, 
Richmond,  Va.,  full-time  position. 
Candidates  will  a  bachelor's  degree. 
In  addition,  a  seminary  degree  with  at 
least  five  years  relevant  experience  is 
preferred.  Visit  www.bonairbaptist.org 
for  additional  details.  Send  resume, 
with  cover  letter  to  apdm- 

searctcamUbonairbaptlst.org. _ 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  FOR  SALE: 
solid  oak  pews  24  •  12’,  2  •  4'  all  with 
removable  pads,  podium  4'  by  20'  and 
communion  table  5  1/2'  by  2',  $10,000. 
Call  between  6:00  p.m.  and  9:00  p.m., 
Bobby  (601)  722-3783,  Franklin  (601) 
428-1121,  Sylvia  (601)  722-4712. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Renew  Your  Devotion  Today 

Deuteronomy  2*10-15;  30:1-3, 6, 11-14, 19-20 


RESOLVED,  to  study  the 
Scriptures  so  steadily,  constant¬ 
ly  and  frequently  that  I  may 
plainly  perceive  myself  to  grow 
In  the  knowledge  of  them. 

This  is  one  of  the  seventy 
resolutions  Jonathan  Edwards 
wrote  from  1722  to  1723,  before 
the  age  of  20.  Some  21  years 
later  ne  preached  a  sermon 
from  Deuteronomy  32:35  enti¬ 
tled  "Sinners  in  the  Hands  of  an 
Angry  God."  His  sermon  pene¬ 
trated  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
They  cried  out  in  fear  and  ter¬ 
ror  at  the  thought  of  facing 
God's  judgment.  The  result  — 
thousands  came  to  Christ.  God 
used  one  man's  unwavering 
devotion  to  commence  The 
First  Great  Awakening  which 
swept  across  America  m  1741. 

Moses,  a  man  devoted  to 
God  and  to  whom  the  LORD 
spoke  to  face  to  face  (Exodus 


33:1,  Deut.  34:10) 
emphasizes  in  his 
farewell  speech  the  real 
issue  before  the  nation  Leathers 
of  Israel  was  not  about 
inheriting  the  land  (29:4),  but  a 
need  for  a  circumcision  of  their 
hearts  (30:6)  (The  New 
Covenant,  see  Jer.  31:31-34; 

Ezek.  36:26,27).  Individually, 
and  as  a  nation,  they  had  a 
decision  to  make  regarding 
their  devotion  to  God. 

The  outline  for  our  lesson 
today  clearly  defines  the  steps 
necessary  to  renew  our  devo¬ 
tion  to  God.  Let's  begin  with  ... 

1.  Come  Before  God  (Deut 
2*10-15) 

Moses  extends  the  invitation 
to  everyone  to  come  before  the 
LORD.  Notice  that  he  specifi¬ 
cally  names  each  group  includ¬ 
ing  foe  stranger  in  your  camp. 

They  were  to  "enter  into"  foe 
covenant  with  God.  They  were 
to  come  before  Him  with  an 


attitude  of  submission, 
placing  their  faith  and 
trust  in  Him,  and 
acknowledging  their 
sins.  They  were  to 
"enter  into  His  oath" 
which  would  be  a 
binding  agreement  to 
obey  God’s  covenant. 
Furthermore,  He 
would  "establish  you 
as  a  people  for 
Himself."  this  relation¬ 
ship  was  not  to  be  taken  lightly 
because  it  would  affect  future 
generations. 

To  come  before  the  Lord 
means  we  are  to  have  "a  repen¬ 
tant  attitude,  sincere  acts  of 
worship,  and  a  willingness  to 
pursue  a  godly  lifestyle." 

2.  Return  to  Passionate 
Obedience  (Deut  30:1-3, 6) 
Deuteronomy  34:10-12  tells 
us  Moses  was  "described  as  a 

Erophet  without  equal,," 
ooking  into  the  future  he 
knows  Israel  will  forsake  the 
Lord,  follow  after  idols,  and 
will  experience  God's  judg¬ 
ments.  However,  as  Moses 
glimpses  into  the  centuries  He 
also  saw  hope  —  foe  future 
restoration  ot  Israel  and  a  time 
of  God's  blessings. 


Notice  the  key  words 
"heart"  (w,  2,  6,  10)  and 
"return"  (w.  2,  3,  8,  10)  in  this 
chapter.  Warren  Wiersbe 
writes,  "The  connection  is  obvi¬ 
ous:  if  God's  people  turn  from 
their  sins  and  return  with  all 
their  heart  to  God  and  God's 
commandments  and  obey 
them,  they  will  enjoy  life  as 
only  the  Lord  can  give."  This  is 
passionate  obedience! 

3.  Realize  You  can  Know 
and  Obey  (Deut  30:11-14) 

Have  you  ever  said,  "Lord,  I 
can't  do  what  You're  directing 
me  to  do?"  This  passage  is 
filled  with  assurance  that  the 
nation  of  Israel  could  know  and 
obey  because  "this  command¬ 
ment  is  not  too  mysterious  for 
you,  nor  is  it  far  on.  It  is  not  in 
heaven  ...  nor  beyond  the  sea 
...  But  foe  word  is  very  near  to 
you,  in  your  mouth  and  in  your 
heart  that  you  may  do  it." 

Years  ago  in  Interlaken, 
Switzerland,  I  heard  Tom 
Elliff  make  this  statement:  the 
only  time  you  can  use  the 
word  "always"  is  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  Goers  Word.  You  can 
always  go  to  His  Word  for 
everything  ^ou  need  in  your 


life  (: 


Tim.  3:16-17). 


Therefore  when  we  say  we 
can't  do  what  God  is  direct¬ 
ing  us  to  do;  it  is  as  one 
friend  told  me,  "A  slap  in 
God's  face  and  His  ability  to 
equip  and  empower."  In 
order  to  know  and  obey,  we 
have  to  believe  God. 

4.  Choose  Life  Today  (Deut. 
20:19-20) 

"It's  a  no-brainer,"  means  you 
really  don't  need  to  think  long 
and  hard  about  a  decision,  the 
answer  is  evident.  The  nation  of 
Israel,  with  heaven  and  earth  as 
their  witnesses,  had  one  choice 
to  make  —  life  or  death. 

In  foe  Gospel  of  John  foe 
word  'life'  is  used  36  times, 
more  than  any  other  New 
Testament  book.  Jesus  said,  "I 
am  foe  bread  of  life  (6:35),  I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  foe  life 
(14:6),  and  I  am  the  resurrection 
and  foe  life  (11:25).  I  have  come 
that  they  might  nave  life,  and 
that  they  may  have  it  more 
abundantly  10:10)." 

Today  choose  life,  live  inten¬ 
tionally  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  renew  your  devotion  to 
Him  —  it's  a  matter  of  eternity. 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Durant. 


prophet's  persistent  learn  that  we  may  not  always  Habakkuk  speaks  of  hearing 
appeal.  He  wonders  see  clearly  that  God  is  active  in  the  stories  of  God's  care  for  His 
maybe  if  God  has  His  world,  but  we  may  be  con-  people  in  the  past.  The  possibil- 
even  heard  his  cries,  if  fident  that  He  is  always  at  work  ity  of  God's  intervention  on 
maybe  God  is  paying  to  carry  out  His  purposes.  behalf  of  the  people  of  ludah 

his  prayers  no  atten-  The  second  question  is:  leaves  him  weak  and  helpless, 
tion.  He  is  perplexed  Does  God  always  do  right?  He  is  just  overwhelmed  by  what 
by  foe  affliction  of  the  Habakkuk  1:13,  2:2-4  he  hears  that  God  will  do  on 

godly  and  the  pros-  Habakkuk  questions  the  behalf  of  his  people.  He  makes 
perity  of  foe  ungodly,  appropriateness  of  a  holy  God  the  choice  to  await  the  promised 

judgment  against  the  Chaldeans 
ana  its  aftermath  with  patience 
and  confidence  in  the  Lord  and 
His  timing.  "No  matter  what 
happens,"  Habakkuk  says,  "I 
will  trust  in  the  Lord."  Hie  will 
find  both  his  strength  and  his 
security  in  God.  Our  response 
should  be  similar.  While  we 


Explore  the  Bible 

Await  God's  Timing 

Habakkuk  1:2-3, 5-6, 13;  23-4;  3:16-19 


By  Charles  Rodgers _  Basically,  the  book  con¬ 

sists  of  two  outcries  from 
If  you  are  like  most  Christians,  foe  prophet,  two  respons- 
no  doubt  there  have  been  times  es  by  God  and  an  affirma- 
in  your  life  when  you  have  tion  of  faith  by  the  prophet, 
become  frustrated  or  confused  Our  Scripture  passage 
over  what  you  considered  to  be  about  Habakkuk's  prayt 
unanswered  prayers.  Most  of  us  God  to  act  God's  respons 
are  listening  only  for  "yes"  He  was  acting  according  < 
answers  to  our  prayers,  and  we  own  timetable,  and  Habai 
get  angry  when  the  answer  is  decision  to  trust  God  as  he 

''«KW  /><■  W  Uim  nrrteL’  iVuk 


He  wants  to  know  Habakkuk  is  saying,  "Lord,  this 
when  God  will  deal  with  His  doesn't  seem  right.  You  are 
people's  wickedness.  using  evil  people  to  punish  less 

the  question  evil  people."  God  challenges 
on  Habakkuk,  I'm  Habakkuk  to  be  a  man  of  faith. 

God's  plan  has  already  been  set 
/  not  be  into  motion,  time  is  racing  on, 
God  says  he  and  the  end  is  near.  It  will  come 
to  pass  without  delay.  He 
informs  Habakkuk  that  the 
Chaldeans  will  get  no  real  last¬ 
ing  pleasure  out  of  their  efforts. 
Goa  challenges  Habakkuk  to 
wickecTof  Judah  to  be  punished  choose  between  being  egotisti- 
ow  long  shall  I  cry?  and  the  righteous  to  flourish,  cal  like  the  Chaldeans,  or  living 
Habakkuk  has  but  not  at  the  hands  of  the  by  faith.  While  we  may  not 
i  God  before  con-  Chaldeans.  Will  God  ever  act?  always  understand  God's  ways, 
wickedness  taking  The  answer  is  yes,  but  maybe  we  can  and  should  always  trust 
iah.  It  seems  that  not  in  the  way  we  expect  Him  Him  to  do  what  is  right, 
ne  nothing  to  this  to.  Through  Habakkuk's  outcry  The  third  question  is:  How 
response  to  the  to  God  and  God's  response,  we  will  I  respond?  Habakkuk  3:16-19 


God  answers 
with  "hani 
about  to  do  an  unbelievable 
thing  that  even  you  may 
able  to  believe.  C — 1  - 
will  raise  up  the  Chaldeans  to 
march  through  the  land  and 
possess  it.  This  is  certainly  not 
the  response  Habakkuk  was 
looking  for.  He  wants  the 
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multiple  sclerosis.  In  a 
show  of  support  for  one  of 
their  leaders,  "Ms.  Karla." 
The  walk  was  Apr.  14  in 
Columbus.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 

8.  Central  Church,  Little 
Yazoo,  ordained  (from  left) 
Jamie  Carter,  Chucky 
McGintv,  J.T.  McDaniel,  and 
Walter  Fisher  as  deacons. 


9.  Moselle  Memorial  Church, 
Moselle,  is  hosting  the 
Mark  Trammell  Trio  July  8, 
6  p.m.  No  admission,  but  a 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 


1.  The  youth  group  of  Mt 
Vernon  Church,  Eupora, 
hosted  a  Mexican  gradua¬ 
tion  fiesta  for  their  two 
graduates,  Lara  Threet  and 
Julie  Griffin  May  12. 
Shown,  front  row,  are  Jamie 
Leach,  Nikki  Leach,  and 
Hailey  Hitt;  back  row, 
Griffin,  Kiaya  Threet, 
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Garrett  Oswalt. 

2.  Senior  members  of  First 
Church,  Coldwatet  attend¬ 
ed  die  Senior  Adult  rally  in 
Vicksburg  May  17-18,  and 
are  shown  enjoying  a  meal 
at  die  Baer  House. 

3.  Highland  Church,  Natchez, 
exceeded  their  $3300  Annie 
Armstrong  offering  goal  by 
collecting  over  $3800. 
Shown  are  some  of  die  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  church. 

4.  The  GAs,  RAs,  and  Mission 
Friends  of  First  Church, 
Indianola,  recently  partici¬ 
pated  in  their  annual  GA 
retreat  and  RA  campout. 
Shown  are  die  participants. 

5.  First  Church,  Houston, 


From  left,  Casey  Jo 
Hollingsworth,  Katelyn 
Hardin,  Holly  Powell, 
Sydney  Harrell,  Danielle 
Rodgers,  Kristen  Marsh, 
Caysi  Mitchell,  Grady 
Nabors,  Garrison  Howell, 
and  Carley  Hood. 


6.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of  North 
Carrollton  Church,  North 
Carrollton,  saved  their 
pocket  change  and  con- 
tributed  $109.50  for  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

7.  The  GAs  of  New  Salem 
Church,  Caledonia,  raised 


7.  GAs,  New 


